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John  G.  Murray,  Secretary  of  Carbondale  Masons,  in  1853 


In  his  capacity  as  Secretary  of  the  Carbondale  Masons,  in  1853, 
John  G.  Murray  wrote  the  following  article,  which  appeared  in 
the  Carbontjale  Transcript  and  Lackawanna  Journal,  Vol .  5,  No.  19 
(  Carbondale  City,  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  December  30,  1853  ), 
p.  2  ,  cols  .  4-5  . 


Mar.ohic  Anniversary.  % 

On  Wednesday  Evening,  December  27ih, 
1853,  Car  bon  da  lb  Lodge  of  A.  Y.  M.  219,  met 
nt  thtir  Ilnll  to  cciobruto  ll»o  nau!  dny  of  ilicir 
Pulron  Suiul,  io  conformity  with  a  time-honored 
custom.  St.  John’s  Day  has  long  been  held  in  \ 
I  true  Masonic  style  throughout  the  Widest  extent] 
of  civilization,  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  of 
j  the  sun.  Alnongst  all  nations,  climes  and  creeds,  \ 
’  wherever  man  lr^  trod  this  can* bo  traced  ;  oven  ' 
.  among  the  untut^^jU^vages  some  of  the  ancient 
'  land-marks  of  Masonry  arc  found.  Proof  strong 
j  us  holy  writ  of  its  antiquity.  ^ 

At  tlic  houref  nine,  the  J.  W.  called  llio  craft 

from  Labour  to  lie  fresh  men  l :  the  members  pro-  j 

i  ceeding  in  a  body  to  the  hotel  of  Col.  W.  \V.  j 

,  Bronson,  where  a  sumptuous  repast  had  been 

dely  prepared,  pew  understand  bolter  than  Col. 

i  JL,  how  to  cater  to  the  wants  of  an  exacting  pub- 

!  lie  ;  and  in  this  instance  ho  had  surpassed  even 

.  hltirsclf  After  t ho  quality  of  1  ho  edible;,  hod  been 

ublv discussed  and  the  tables  cleared,  the  mem- 

/tors  rcsoa  ted  iheniBclvcfl  around  the  festive  hoard; 

when,  on  motion  of  P.  M.  Pro.  Hobart  Maxwell,! 

our  newly  elected  W.  M.,  T.  C.  -Gritmim,  was  I 

called  to  tlie  chair,  and  Pro.  .1.  G.  Murray,  np-  j 

pointed  secretary.  Somo  Tew  of  the  many  pro-  j 

sent  .offered  the  foliowing  regular  and  volunteer' 

i  toast p.  Uro.  J.  Ti.  Core,  of  Now  Voik,  hat  still  a  j 
-  ! 
j  member  of  2-ib,  gave  the  first  toast  of  Iho  even*  j 

'■  i 

j  1  .  To  eur  Matter  Appropriate  to  tlic  com  - ! 

!  menccincnl  cf  festivity.  When  the  *Snn  rises  in  ’ 
j  tire  East,  wo  arc  cdled  to  -Labor  ;  When  die  sets, 

,  in  the  West  our  daily  toil  in  over— hut  when  ho 
•  has  reached  tlic  »Sonlli,  l lie  hour  it-  High  Twelve,  ( 

.  and  we  are  summoned  to  liefrcplimont.  ^ 

This  called  up  tho  W.  M.,  who  in  a  neut  nnd 
able  speech,  thanked  lb  members  for  tho  exulted 
position  that  he  found  limsclf  placed  in,  paying 
a  well  merited  ttihule  cf  rerpect  to  tho  P.  M.  of 
I  the  Lodge,  in  u  happy  aid  f.  IiciJotia  stylo  calling  | 
them  the  pionecip  of  iheOidcr  in  thin  city,  r!io\v. 
ing  in  glowing  colon  nf  light,  that  Muwnry  i.« 
progressive,  and  that  hi'nlhliiion  Ui  the  rapid  ad¬ 
vancement  made  by  heiin-mbeis  in  (ho  sublime 
science  of  our  older,  -hr  urdenily  hoped  that  l>y 
u  uniform  coursu  of  Sb.dity  and  peraeverewe  to 
|  the  true  Is  of  Murom*,  and  by  the  united  iisms.  j 
tuttcu  of  liie  hretliteii  Jh-»t  the  glorious  principles  | 

!  of  tho  Order  would  M  better  taught  and  belter  j 
J  understood  fy  allpresAif.  In  truly  clofjiien*  hu*..| 


un<(vrrl>HM|  W  nllpre.ehl.  In  (r„ly  J 

l"'  'i'  '-fi,lr.„.,,r  ;,r  a  ,ril,. 

u-r  Alfim.ii,  ni.«  enjmed  il„.  ,nrni|M.r,. 

~ W? r, j.|, TT^HTHll ft  t, ■  t ::  i v 

of  cur  respective  dulls  to  Clod,  our  neighbors  and 
ourselves,  and  that  v?  aro  hound  by  duty,  honor 
and  griiiiir.de,  to  bo  jiithful  to  our  trust,  to  sup* 
port  the  dignity  of  or  character  «»i:  every  occa* 
f-ion,  rupWo  enforce  ly  precept  and  example,  olio 
dienee  to  the  -tejieti  of  tho  Order— fo  ih o i  in 
age,  a h  Master  Mus.ns,  wo  may  enjoy  tho  happy 
reflection  consequen  upon  a  well  spent  lile,  and 
die  in  tho  hope  cf  nbiissful  immortality. 


S.  W.  Bro.  [Tcn  y  Javans,  on  behalf  of  the  j 
members  of  tho  Lolgc,  gave  tlic  next  regular] 
toast.  I 


Oar  Var.t  5f«7e.'(0,--Onr  l'ai  t  M'oryhijilu!  fiTas- 
ler,  Bro.  A  Dart,  Uiviiig’ruh'd  wiili  honor  io  liim- 
Fe|i  and  t<h  heat  ion  to  the  Breth  roo,  lays  clown 
the  Mallet  and. gives  up  his  responsible  uod  c«m- 
piehcnsive  SlcwuriKIdp  to  tlic.  hands  cf  nm>:hrr  & 
exalted  Brother.  May  !.i«  rjianlle  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge  rest  upon  Ids  successor.  He  may  now 


gromlIyjv;;nl  at  mu^TenipIo  as  well  ns  nt  his  Lh 
tirement  from  an  "Elevated  Gumc/  v,,, 'n ,j,  .nJ 
gain  tlic  good  will  of  mankind,  and  ihc  blessing  j 
of  the  Great  Architect  on  high. 


Responded  to  hy  P.  M.  Uro.  Alfred  Dart,  in  his 
usual  happy  style,  paying  nn  eloquent  eulogy  to 
tho  Lodge,  nnd  in  concluding  a  speech  replete 
with  wit  and  humor,  gave  the  loiJovving: 


Drrllum  from  Sistrr  l.iul'rrx  —  May  «fiir  in- 
tercoUiRo  this  evflliing  cement  Us  mon*  fully  lo- 
gelhei  tu  the.  Iioh.’hoI'  J’aitli,  Mope  mid  ( Ihiirily, 
find  liriug  us  iim. re  fully  ndjissirtl  r.*i  per Ji-ct  Ash- 
!**i a,  nia ■* l«i  leady  to  rear  up  the  glorious  Templo 
r»C  M j-^oni y  .in  K.-mh,  nnd  p rpaieeach  of  hr  for 
that  Building  nut  mode  with  huuda, e’leniol  in  ili»» 
Jleav^ua. 


I 


Ably  H’Ppondrd  to  hy  Bro.  Kvuii  lloilies,ol  j 
i’itthioii  Loi.’oc',  in  a  rprieh  (Inti  Inoiight  down 
tho  limit U  witll  Well  luejiled  lippl.iiisc,  eliding  hy  ! 
giving; 

(■itrl,'>n<’ftl<f  /.« J/fe- •  <  hw»  of  the  strong  Villain! 
Ul  Ihu  Masonic -Temple.  Knell  of  its  luetuheni  ■ 
have  fhowii  in  the  threo  lirnl  uleono!'  AJ.isonry ,  I 
industry  when  nn  Appieotiee,  applicaiimi  wlo  u  ( 
«  h'el!«»\veiaJI,  n  lb  el  ion  wh«iy,  a  j  I  .inter  M  a»u;i.  ’ 

U  Keliovverali,  k  iL  cL.Oii  wlu  u  u  Muster  Mason.  I 

KeppoiiFC  by  Bio.  . fames  ll.imijion,  vvho  gave  ! 

The  Gin  Ilf.'  of  /*« — 'J'lir  ’I'mc 

rrg.inls  (lie  iiisr.:i(n(l  npnii  il«  'l'r.-mlo  JJoiiri!  I 
i'i>  lli«  only  gui.lo  I'«.r  tin-  .  lull  wiiliin  ini  jui-ia- ! 
diction. 

lveej’ond.-i]  io  hy  P.  M.  l*h:o  T^.'w  is,  who  is  no-  1 
*UI]>:1R<1<1  ill  |,i.(  K.illu-Ki.l  nil  mill  fm> ;  |,iH  ji.I-  ] 
t’"lB  <«  was  \M  li  hlinivn  iiikI  il„[y  iij.|irni:iii.  ! 
tw],  uiiJ  lliu  n.miy  licuity  ^ull'.uva  |unR  /ifuT  In- : 
l"“i  fiiiiflicii,  :iiu-ii|til  liiji  merit.  JJe  R„vo 

The  Hcoithof  r.  M.  AV.ec/  tVuxirrll-  One  | 
01  III.)  unity  (lidire.  ih  of  llu;  Jeu!;;e.  'J  tie  |n et-.  ' 
euco  Ill'll)  lolilRiil  i/f  mu  iiiiiuy  ttruliiern,  unit  (tie  ■ 
ulmoMl  iinjiicceitriiteil  miuiums  nt'  J,uJge2l!),  m.  i 
teMt  1 1  rn.  til  iiMvell  s  mIiiII  in  i\luMoiiry.  J  n  tfm 
langiiuge  of  the  I’uet  lie  imiMt  I -el  Itiui  lilirs 

|  ^i  Jiieii  iioiliing  earliily  given  ur  rum  destroy _ 

;  Mho  rout’s  culm  sunshine  end  tlic  hcurlt'ell  joy.” 

]  o  rt'Uf.ouse  liy  lire.  Maxwell,  who  edilied  , 

.  tlm  Brothers  with  «  leiilinisceuco^if  liis  .cejy  j 
diiya  when  n  mombor  cf  aScoltisli  J.odge— show-  j 
;  ing  that  amidst  itio  mnny  diiaiiges  that  society ! 
hill!  miller", me,  Mrsonry,  limit  ujimi  i  ruck,  lias] 
resist  111  all  i, uinru!  Inns  nail  eucruaclnmmts.  lie! 
alluded  In  Kiliviniii.r  ),,id;.e  No.  1  of  Sc.ilhind, ! 
the  liist  Masonic  'J'«n,|i|e  in  (ii.-at  Untain,  nnd ! 
iuiliiorlnliy.i  r)  ns  haem"  heeu  the  which  1 

her  imkle  .Hard  liailed  I'.um,  am]  la  which  he  dedi- ! 
catfd  his  iinuiurlat  verse,  tho  ••  Al.'n:o:i’«  Adieu.”' 


Adieu,  a  heart's  fend,  w.irm,  adieu, 

_  y  O  hrnllleiS  ill'  our  lliystie 'tie  ; 

Ye  r.iviilll'd  and  el.!i;;liletird  lew, 
(amijiaiiliiiis  of  my  social  joy  ; 

M'tio'  1  to  foreign  lands  must  Inr, 
i ’ll l> u i M u  tut  liliiu’s  s]i|i|ieiy  ha’; 

Will,  meii u.g  Ill-art  ilia!  tuiini'ul  eye, 
i’ll  mind  jou  still  when  tar  awa’. 


In  coiicimling,  he  irave : 

Our  absent  Jtro.  James  /.’.o c _ livid  in 

grateful  n  uiemliraiice  fot  lirollierly  kindness  and 
|iurt  services.  We  regret  his  a!, seucr,  which 
lirevunls  him  from  juiniciputinj;  w  ill,  ue  aruuiul 
Uni  fr.stive  hoard. 

’Iim  uliovo  toast  eliei.ud  fiom  many  id  the 
■  Ulo’e  Iho  anient  wu.li  thin  Ilia,  Itulhven  miuhl 
Ini  to  a  snfn  and  B|ieeJ.y  rclnrn  in  the  hnsumof 
his  family  unit  liiemls. 

lint  Ain'/.i  Wilson  lii-iug  called  npmi  fora  Umsl, 
gave  the  following  i 

\  Tht  ), allies— They  of  all  olliers,  hart  know 
I  hotv  In  In, VII,  io  cherish,  to  value  the  dear  com. 
pinion  nl'llmir  lorlitno,  who  Hoft«us  anil  allevinlrs' 
,  evuiy  dintieirj  adds  atvi  elmrs  and  ci.iiilidL  (n  all 
lliu  |i|ensurcs of  life,  Alan’s  most  planning  emu.j 
|  pa  n  ihu  in  I  lie  gay  and  nlieeil'ul  hour  uf  pioK|iti  i|y, 

I  and  his  cliuif  Irimid  mill  litlylner  in  the  dnilt  mid 
j  (liHinui  tinur  nf  lulvtimlty. 

!  ileajiaiuletl  in  hy  Seeretary  Elect,  llro.  K,  K. 
j  Ililgev,  In  u  neat  nnd  iip|irnpiinlc  manner,  lie 
very  aptly  guvo  t)\ij  fellnwing  tjiiotatinn  from 
!  l>cnii  Hwlf(  • 


”  We’re  true  and  pinctre 
And  just  to  the  fair,  ' 

They’ll  trust  us  on  any  Oceanian  ; 

No  mortal  can  more  j 

Tho  indie,  adore, 

Than  a  Erco  and  Accepted  Alasoa.’i 
In  Ilia  interval  hottveen  the  toasts,  Uro.  Roll-  | 
ert  Evans,  cliveued  ilia  meeting  with  a  nuniher! 
of  Iruc  Maionic  songs.  Many  volunteer  leasts1 
were  given,  which  not  being  handed  in  to  the  i 
Secretary  in  time  have  to  he  omitfrcJ.  As  the 
lime  approached  tho  "  Wee  short  hour  ayoat  the 
twal”,  after  Bulging  AuU  Lang  Syne  as  Ala-' 
sons  only  know,  each  retired  to  his  home,  feeling 
all  the  wiser  and  heller  for  tho  pleasant  union  of 
Masonic  lienrls,  in  hopes  tiiat  when-  time  lias 
winged  his  Ilighl,  all  friends  will  .have  another 
like,  reunion  on  tho  S/juare. 

J.  C.  MURRAY,  Secretary. 


£/0ivP  /Kj/'esr  / 


